
SAFEGUARDING  NEWS 

Do you know 
your DSL 

team ? 

Please see the 

back page 

Safeguarding reminders….. 
 Everyone at PLC must read and sign a declaration to say they have understood 

Part 1 of Keeping Children Safe in Education Sept 2016.  

 Always consider what is in the best interests of the child at all times. 

 Children includes everyone under the age of 18.  

 Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibility, 

this includes all of us. 

 All school staff are part of a wider safeguarding team. No single professional can 

have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances. If children and families are 

to receive the right help at the right time, everyone who comes into contact with 

them has a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking 

prompt action.  

 All staff should be prepared to identify children who may benefit from early help. 

If you have a concern about a child’s welfare, you should make a  referral on ‘my 

concern’ asap. 

 All staff should have a working knowledge of the PLC Safeguarding and Child      

Protection policy and know where to find it.  Do you?  Staff  room copy or   digital 

copy: J:\Child Protection and Safeguarding\CP and SG  Policies).  

•   All staff should have a working knowledge of the staff Code of Conduct. 

 (available  at: J:\Policies PDF copies only (masters in admin drive)\Policies  PDF). 

 All staff should be aware of the early help process, and understand their role with-

in it. 

 All staff should know what to do if a child tells them he/she is being abused or 

neglected. PLC Safeguarding Policy  2017 - Page 9  

 All staff should know their legal responsibility regarding FGM. 

 All staff should be aware of the process for making referrals to The Access and 

Response Team (ART), which forms to use, and where they are stored on the staff 

drive:  J:\Child Protection and Safeguarding\Access and Response Team docu-
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Child Protection and       
Safeguarding APP now    
available for apple &        

android devices.               
Look for this image 

Tell          Use TED Don’t 

Explain  ask leading 

Describe    questions 

 Please remember… 

We are all responsible for 

safeguarding 

 Never promise              

confidentiality to children 

file:///J:/Child Protection and Safeguarding/CP and SG  Policies
file:///J:/Child Protection and Safeguarding/Access and Response Team documents


Safeguarding things you MUST know… 

The PREVENT Duty:   

We are expected to have “due regard to the need to 
prevent people from being drawn into terrorism”, 
including support for extremist ideas that are part of 
terrorist ideology. This means being able to                
“ identify children who may be vulnerable to radicalisation and know what to 
do when they are identified”. We must also “build pupils’ resilience to          
radicalisation by promoting British values and enabling them to challenge      
extremist views”.   See pages  11 & 12 (& Appendix 10) of the PLC Safeguarding 
policy 2017. 

Please note: ALL PLC staff have completed the on-line ‘Channel general aware-
ness’ training. IF you are unsure whether you have completed this training 
please speak to Tim Lakeman. 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) new definition Feb 2017 

Child sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse. It occurs where an individual 
or group takes advantage of an imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or 
deceive a child or young person under the age of 18 into sexual activity (a) in 
exchange for something the victim needs or wants, and/or (b) for the financial 
advantage or increased  status of the perpetrator or facilitator.  The victim may 
have been sexually exploited even if the sexual activity appears consensual. 
Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact, it can also 
occur through the use of technology.  

(page 93 –Working Together to Safeguard Children) 

 

Sexting—the production and distribution of 

sexting images involving anyone    under the 

age of 18 is illegal and needs very careful 

management for all those involved.  

Step 1 

If a device is involved—confiscate it and set 

it to flight mode, or if not possible, switch it 

off. 

Step 2 

Seek advice—report  to the designated  

safeguarding lead via the child protection 

procedures. 

When in doubt or if you need further  advice 

please ring the Professionals Online Safety 

Helpline on: 0844 3814772 

NSPCC and O2 
 
To children, online life is real life. NSPCC has  
joined forces with O2 to help parents ex-
plore and understand online life as kids 
know it.  

They worked with over 500 parents and          

carers, and 1725 young people to review 

social networks and apps that children use. 

Below is a link to the most popular APPs 

used by young people. 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?

order=-popularity 

 

UKCCIS Guidance —There is non statutory 

guidance available from the UK Council for 

Child Internet Safety on managing incidents 

of sexting by under 18s, but should be read 

alongside ‘Keeping children safe in           

education’. 
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SERAF… 

Sexual Exploitation Risk  
Assessment Form 
 
We are using the SERAF tool at 

PLC to support  the early identi-

fication of students at risk of 

sexual exploitation. Please pass 

on any           information to any 

of the DSL team if you are con-

cerned about any student. They 

may display behaviours such 

as : 

 Few or no friends of their own age 

 Inappropriate play with dolls and 
peer groups 

 Having more money than normal 
(bribes) 

 Unable to stay awake at school 

 Withdrawn 

 Drug, alcohol or other substance 
abuse 

 Under achieving at school 

 Under achieving at school 

 Truancy 

 Low self esteem 

 Sexually transmitted disease 

 Running away 

 Fearful of men or adults generally 

 Suicide attempts 

Young Carers 

We would like to be able to 

better identify our young   car-

ers. If you become aware of a 

YP acting in a caring  capacity 

please inform someone in the 

DSL team. 

More must knows… 
Female genital mutilation (FGM)  

FGM is illegal in the U.K. It is NOT required by any 
religion. It is a cultural choice that parents, grand 
parents and carers make. 

Teachers are required by law to report to the police 
where they discover that FGM appears to have been carried out, or is likely 
to be carried out, on any girl under the age of 18.  

If you are not a teacher, but discover FGM has occurred or is likely to  
occur, you must report it to a teacher. That teacher is then legally bound 
to report it to the Police. At PLC this should be Tim Lakeman or Louise 
Leader. 

The duty is a personal duty which requires the individual teacher who   
becomes aware of the case to make a report; the responsibility cannot be 
transferred to someone else.  

If you make a referral, or think you might need to, talk to one of the      
Safeguarding team about it. If the risk to the child is imminent, make the 
referral first. Call the Police on 101 (or 999 if really urgent). 

Did you know: There are 137,000 women and girls living in the UK with 
FGM. 
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Children Missing Education (CME)  

CME has been given greater emphasis in ‘Keeping Children safe in 
Education 2016’. 

When a child is missing from education, particularly on repeat occasions, our        
Attendance Officers will liaise with appropriate services to ensure everything is 
done to identify the whereabouts of the child. In doing so, we perform a crucial 
role in helping identify the risk of abuse and neglect, including sexual exploitation, 
and to help prevent the risks of going missing in future.   

Did you know: 30,000 children were classed as CME during 2014/2015. 10% of 
which could not be traced after extensive searches. 

If you are unsure about any issues to do with Safeguarding, Child Protection or Online Safety, please ASK. There is no such thing 

as a  silly question. There is lots of experience in the Safeguarding Team and we are willing to help. 

REMEMBER, what ever you do, do not do nothing.  



How to find 
advice and 

support 

 

ART contact number:  

01454 866000 

LADO contact details:  

01454 868508 

Link to Safeguarding policy 

The Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) is 

Louise Leader (Head teacher) 

The Safeguarding lead on the Management Committee is  

Nigel Harrisson 

The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is  Tim Lakeman 

The DSL team also includes 

Rhian Kempson  Laura Saysell  Dan Walton 

Andy Brown   Sharon Galton   Jo Noott 

 

New South Gloucestershire Safeguarding Children’s Board logo 

All the advice you may need is 

at:  

http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/

safeguarding/ 

This site covers all aspects of 

Safeguarding and Child       

Protection. 
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Child Advocacy UN convention on the rights of the child) 
 

Children have said that they need :  
 
 Vigilance: to have adults notice when things are troubling them  
 Understanding and action: to understand what is happening; to be heard and understood; 

and to have that understanding acted upon 
 Stability: to be able to develop an on-going stable relationship of trust with those helping them 
 Respect: to be treated with the expectation that they are competent rather than not  
 Information and engagement: to be informed about and involved in procedures, decisions, con-

cerns and plans 
 Explanation: to be informed of the outcome of assessments and decisions and reasons 

when their views have not met with a positive response 
 Support: to be provided with support in their own right as well as a member of their family  
 Advocacy: to be provided with advocacy to assist them in putting forward their views 

http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/
http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/safeguarding/

