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   Safeguarding reminder….. 
 Everyone at PLC has read and signed to say they have understood Part 1 of 

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2016 . A reminder of the main points: 

 Children includes everyone under the age of 18.  

 Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is everyone’s responsibil-

ity, this includes all of us. 

 None of us can have a full picture of a child’s needs and circumstances. If 

children and families are to receive the right help at the right time, all of us 

has a role to play in identifying concerns, sharing information and taking 

prompt action.  

 If you have a concern about a child’s welfare, you should use MyConcern to 

make a referral to the PLC safeguarding team. 

 We should all have a working knowledge of the Safeguarding and Child Pro-

tection policy for PLC (see: J:\Child Protection and Safeguarding\CP and SG  

Policies). Do you?  If not, refresh your memory. It is available in: 

 The staffroom, on the noticeboard. 

 In ‘Resources; local policies’ on MyConcern 

 Online on the school website, its easy to find. 

•   We should all have a working knowledge of the staff Code of Conduct, 

 (available  at:   J:\Policies PDF copies only (masters in admin drive)\Policies 

 PDF). 

 We should be aware of the early help process, and understand our role in it. 

 We should know what to do if a child tells them he/she is being abused or 

neglected. Its in the Safeguarding Policy  2017 on page 15. 

 We should be aware of the process for making referrals to The Access and 

Response Team (ART), which forms to use, and where they are stored on the 

staff drive:  J:\Child Protection and Safeguarding\Access and Response 

Team documents 
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At PLC, all staff should 

be able and prepared to 

identify  children who 

would  benefit from early 

help, and do it. 
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Safeguarding things you MUST know… 

PREVENT:  

We are required to assess the risk of children being drawn into terrorism, including 
support for extremist ideas that are part of terrorist ideology. This means being able to 
demonstrate both a general understanding of the risks affecting children and young 
people in the area and a specific understanding of how to identify individual children 
who may be at risk of radicalisation and what to do to support them.  

Children Missing Education (CME)  

1 in 5 pupils miss 19 days a year- these pupils will drop at least ONE GCSE GRADE, yet  one 
higher GCSE grade can increase wages by 17% and  5 or more GCSE A - C (9-5) grades can 
increase wages by 41%. Tell our students ‘The more you learn, the more you earn’  but 
you’ve got to be here to do it!!!! 

Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 

Child sexual exploitation is a form of sexual abuse where children are sexually exploited for 
money, power or status. It can involve violent, humiliating and degrading sexual   assaults. 
In some cases, young people are persuaded or forced into exchanging sexual activity for 
money, drugs, gifts, affection or status. Consent cannot be given, even where a child may 
believe they are voluntarily engaging in sexual activity with the person who is exploiting 
them. Child sexual exploitation does not always involve physical contact and can happen 
online. A significant number of children who are victims of sexual exploitation go missing 
from home, care and education at some point.  

Female genital Mutilation (FGM) 

FGM is illegal in the U.K. It is NOT required by any religion . It is a cultural choice that par-
ents, grand parents and carers make. 

 As a teacher, you have a personal legal responsibility to report FGM concerns to the 
Police. If you think you need to make a referral, you might need to talk to one of the 
Safeguarding team about it. If the risk to the child is imminent, make the referral first. 
Call the Police on 101 (or 999 if really urgent). 

 As a member of Admin, TA or SSW, you do not have that same legal personal responsi-
bility. However, you do still have a moral one, so tell  the nearest teacher, quickly. It 
then becomes their responsibility.  

 Raise it on MyConcern. 

For more information on FGM, refer to the PLC Safeguarding Policy and KCSIE 2016 Part 1. 

IF YOU ARE UNSURE ABOUT ANY OF 
THESE ‘MUST KNOWS’, JUST ASK! 

Sexting—the production and distribution 

of sexting images involving anyone under 

the age of 18 is illegal and needs very 

careful management for all those in-

volved. 

Step 1 

If a device is involved—confiscate it and 
set it to flight mode, or if not possible, 
switch it off. 

Step 2 

Seek advice—report  to the designated 
safeguarding lead via the child protection 
procedures. 

When in doubt or if you need further ad-
vice please ring the Professionals Online 
Safety Helpline on: 0844 3814772 

NSPCC and O2 
To children, online life is real life. NSPCC has  
joined forces with O2 to help parents explore 
and understand online life as kids know it.  

They worked with over 500 parents and car-

ers, and 1725 young people to review social 

networks and apps that children use. 

Below is a link to the most popular APPs used 

by young people. 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/networks/?

order=-popularity 
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SERAF… 

Sexual  
Exploitation Risk  
Assessment 
Form 
 
We are using the SERAF 

tool at PLC to support  the 

early identification of stu-

dents at risk of sexual ex-

ploitation. Please pass on 

any information to any of 

the Safeguarding team, if 

you are concerned about 

any student. They may dis-

play behaviour such as : 

 Few or no friends of their 
own age 

 Inappropriate play with 
dolls and peer groups 

 Having more money than 
normal (bribes) 

 Unable to stay awake at 
school 

 Withdrawn 

 Drug, alcohol or other sub-
stance abuse 

 Under achieving at school 

 Over achieving at school 

 Truancy 

 Low self esteem 

 Sexually transmitted dis-
ease 

 Running away 

 Fearful of men or adults 
generally 

 Suicide attempts 
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Children have said that they need : (UN con-
vention on the rights of the child) 

 

• Vigilance: to have adults notice when things 
are troubling them 

• Understanding and action: to understand 
what is happening; to be heard and under-
stood; and to have that understanding acted 
upon 

• Stability: to be able to develop an on-going 
stable relationship of trust with those helping 
them 

• Respect: to be treated with the expectation 
that they are competent rather than not 

• reasons when their views have not met with 

INTERNET SAFETY: Here are some tips to help you get started: 

1. Watch your back:    Whenever you're about to post something online, pause and 

just imagine someone in authority, someone you respect, reading that post or looking 
at that photo.  If that feels uncomfortable, don't do it. 

2. Got a nickname?     Think about using a nickname instead of your real name if 

you're signing up to a  microblogging site like Twitter. 

3.Consider setting up a separate, personal email account to use with social 

media sites, rather than using your work, or even your main personal email. Remem-

ber, only connect to people you know. 

4. Check your settings.  Use the privacy and security settings on social media sites 

so that only friends and family can see your pages.   Then speak to friends and family 

and encourage them to tighten their privacy settings too as they could affect you.  Even 

if your account is locked as private, personal information you have shared with others 

could still be accessed through their pages. 

5. Mother's maiden name.    Don't use your mother's real maiden name as a pass-

word or as a bank security answer.  It doesn't really matter whether you use the real 
one so make up a name that only you know.  Just make sure you remember it. 

6.  Guard personal information.   Don't post any personal information- your ad-

dress, email address or mobile number - publicly online. Just one piece of personal in-
formation could be used by a complete stranger to find out even more. If you want to 
include your birthday in your profile it's safer not to actually display it publicly - provid-
ing your full date of birth makes you more vulnerable to identity fraud. 

7. Photos and videos.    Be careful about which photos and videos you share on 

social media sites - avoid photos of your home, work, school or places you're associat-
ed with.  Remember, once you've put a picture of yourself online, other people may be 
able to see it and download it - it may not just be yours anymore. 

8. Check what's needed.    Don't give out information online simply because it's 

asked for - think whether whoever is asking for it, really needs it. When you're filling in 
forms online, for example to register with a website or sign up for a newsletter, always 
provide the minimum information possible. 

9. Direct message if you can.   It's almost always possible to send a direct mes-

sage or private message on social media platforms. If you're having a personal chat, 
this is the best option to go for - unless you don't mind sharing your conversation with 
millions of other users. Alternatively, send an email from a private account. 

10. Delete old accounts.   If you've stopped using a social media site or forum, 

then close your account down. There's no point in leaving personal information out 
there unnecessarily.  

11.  Get anti-virus software.    Make sure you have anti-virus software installed 

on your computer and be careful what you download or install on your computer. 



How to find  

advice and 

support 

 

ART contact number:  

01454 866000 

LADO contact details:  

01454 868508 

Link to Safeguarding policy 

J:\Child Protection and Safe-

guarding\CP and SG  Policies 

 

Your PLC Safeguarding Team. 
Louise Leader  is PLC’s Designated Safeguarding Lead. 

Guy Halley is The Safeguarding lead on the Management 

Committee. 

Tim Lakeman, Rhian Kempson and  Laura Saysell  are The 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads.   

The other members of the Safeguarding team are Dan Wal-

ton, Andy Brown and Sharon Galton. 
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If you are unsure about any issues to do with Safeguarding, Child Protection or 

Online Safety, please ASK. There is no such thing as a daft question. There is 

lots of experience in the Safeguarding team and we are willing to help. 

REMEMBER, what ever you do, do not do nothing.  

Children could be hurt if you do nothing, and potentially, your job could be jeopardised. 

All the advice you may need is 

at:  

http://sites.southglos.gov.uk/

safeguarding/ 

This site covers all aspects of 

Safeguarding and Child Protec-

tion. 
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