
 
 

Parent/Guardian Information from our Independent Careers Adviser 
 
For you as the parent or guardian trying to support your young person, Year 11 is likely to be 
a very up and down year. Every student here has endured some difficulty in mainstream 
education, so it is daunting for all to think they are going back to an environment which may 
have caused distress and many negative emotions. 
 
The statutory guidance published by the Department of Education says: 
 
“The law requires all young people in England to continue in education or training until at least 
their 18th birthday.” 
 
The same guidance also states that: 
 
“Every young person who reaches the age of 16 or 17 in any given academic year is entitled 
to an offer of a suitable place, by the end of September, to continue in education or training 
the following year.” 
 
I would like to reassure you that we endeavour to find a suitable place for everyone, and it 
does not necessarily have to be at a mainstream college or Sixth Form centre. We invite 
different Post 16 providers in to school to talk about their provision. We will notify you of 
open days and also arrange trips in small groups, or even just with you and your young person 
if needed, to find out more and hopefully get inspired. I will do my upmost to inform, advise 
and guide your young person and you, throughout the year. I am also always happy to talk to 
you and support in any way I can to try and motivate and sift through all the questions and 
concerns. 
 

Apply for any courses of interest. Remember, you can apply for as many as you want, have 

your interview and then make your decision next summer. 

Check each provision for deadline dates – A Levels are usually by end of Term 2. 

If you apply it will give you a chance to meet tutors, look around and find out more about the 
courses. If they offer you a place, it does not mean you have to accept. 
 
Steve Newman- Careers Adviser and Progression Coach 
 
email: steve.newman@pathwayslearningcentre.org 
Tel: 07426 473128 

 
 
 
 
 
Source: Participation of young people in education, employment or training.  Statutory guidance for local 
authorities. Published by the DoE Sept 2016 


